HEATON  NORRIS 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

F.  W.  JORDAN,  M.D.  (Durham,)  D.P.H.  (Viet.) 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Area  of  the  .District  in  Acres  ...  ...  •••  1,619 

Population,  Census  1901  ...  ...  ...  9,474 

Population,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1904  ...  ...  10,497 

Death-rate  per  thousand  of  Population  ...  ...  10.3 

Birth-rate  per  thousand  of  Population  ...  ...  16.3 


STOCKPORT : 

JOSEPH  BAXTER,  PRINTER,  21,  GREAT  UNDERBANK. 
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A Summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  to 
prevemt  the  spread  of  Disease. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Disease  in  the  District  : 
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For  particulars  of  the  cases  removed  to  Hospital  see  Table  III. 


It  will  be  seen  that  Scarlet  Fever  was  existent  most  of 
the  year.  There  were  no  cases  in  January,  February,  May,  and 
J une.  At  no  time  was  there  an  epidemic,  and  the  cases  were 
all  of  mild  character.  Supervision,  care  as  to  isolation, 
prompt  removal  to  Hospital,  and  careful  disinfection,  ure  the 
principal  means  we  rely  upon  to  prevent  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  type  of  disease  which  occurs  in  this  district  is 
certainly  milder  than  it  was  some  years  ago.  This  is  to  be 
attributed  probably  to  the  better  resisting  power  of  the  patient 
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to  the  noxious  organisms,  the  result  of  improved  sanitary 
conditions. 

From  two  inquiries  I have  had  it  is  evident  that  there 
is  an  impression  that  Scarlet  Fever  can"arise  from  defective 
drains.  This  is  not  so,  it  can  arise  only  from  infection  from 
another  case.  Defective  drains  lower  the  state  of  health,  and 
thus  render  children  more  susceptible  to  the  action  of 
infective  organisms. 

In  February  and  March  we  had  to  deal  with  an 
epidemic  of  Measles  all  over  the  District,  when  the  disease 
was  also  prevalent  in  the  districts  around  us.  In  one  private 
school  one  classroom  was  closed,  owing  to  a number  of 
children  being  affected.  Both  Elementary  Schools  were 
closed  entirely  and  disinfected  before  re-opening.  All 
absentees  on  the  first  day  of  resuming  were  visited,  and 
precise  directions  given  by  me  in  all  cases  of  illness  as  to 
returning  to  school,  with  the  result  that  the  epidemic  died 
down. 

In  June,  Small  Pox  made  its  appearance.  We  had 
three  outbreaks  unconnected  with  each  other.  Two  of  them 
originated  probabliy  in  Stockport.  Removal  to  Hospital  of 
the  patient,  thorough  disinfection,  vaccination,  and  isolation 
of  the  families  affected,  limited  the  infected  area. 

This  brief  account  gives  a very  little  idea  to  the  general 
reader  of  the  number  of  visits  and  correspondence 
involved  in  ensuring  the  satisfactory  result  of  our  efforts  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 

In  the  Autumn  we  had  a little  Diphtheria,  but  none  of 
a serious  character.  At  the  time  sore  throats  of  a low  type 
were  prevalent.  Want  of  rain  and  other  climatic  causes 
would  account  for  these  diseases  by  causing  noxious  emana- 
tions from  the  ground  and  from  the  sewers. 
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We  had  but  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  a fact,  which, 
taken  with  the  few  cases  of  Diphtheria,  speaks  well  for  the 
general  condition  of  our  drainage  system. 

During  the  year  increased  advantage  was  taken  by 
medical  practitioners  of  our  arrangements  with  the  Patholog- 
ical Laboratory  of  Manchester  for  the  examination  of  disease 
products. 

Account  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  District  generally 
at  the  end  of  the  year . 

There  was  very  little  infectious  disease  in  the  District 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  general  health  was  good. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected  during 
the  past  twelve  months : manhole  nuisances  attended  to, 
defective  drains  put  right,  privy-ashpits  altered,  cottages 
cleansed  and  whitewashed,  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with, 
and  roads  improved. 

I think  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  health- 
iness of  this  District,  and  on  its  many  advantages  as  a place 
of  residence.  We  have  a large  population  of  children  for 
whom  the  climate  seems  exactly  suitable.  Delicate  children 
arriving  here  from  other  places  soon  give  evidence  of  the 
tonic  effects  of  the  climate.  We  have  good  water  (dirty, 
I regret  to  say,  sometimes),  good  drainage  arrangements,  and  a 
fine  bracing  air. 

Account  of  inquiries  made  as  to  conditions  injurious  to 
health  existing  in  the  District,  and  the  proceedings  in 
ivhich  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  taken  part  or 
advised , under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1876. 

I inspected  the  cottages  where  deaths  of  infants  had 
taken  place  the  previous  year.  I found  cause  for  ill-health  in 
two  instances  by  reason  of  absence  of  sunshine  and  a close, 
dark,  confined  space,  due  to  construction,  which  I am  afraid 
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cannot  be  altered  in  any  way  short  of  demolition.  Dirt  and 
an  enclosed  yard  in  an  unsatifactory  condition,  sufficiently 
accounted  for  weakly  children  in  other  instances.  Two  other 
cottages  were  found  with  cellars  in  a filthly  state.  The 
entrance  to  them  being  from  the  exterior  rendered  them  less 
dangerous  to  the  inmates  than  otherwise  they  would  have 
been.  Three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  investigated,  and 
notices  issued  in  two  of  them. 

Sewer  grid  nuisances  are  perennial  and  will  be  so  until 
a better  system  is  devized.  The  grids  by  the  side  of  the  roads 
might  be  cleansed  more  frequently,  as  they  sometimes 
give  off  offensive  smells. 

Two  farms  were  the  subjects  of  complaints.  One  was 
simply  a nuisance  to  a neighbour  through  the  improper  deal- 
ing with  sewage.  The  other  was  much  more  serious.  It  was 
dirty,  and  was  found  to  be  supplied  with  three  sources  of 
water,  all  of  which  were  proved  on  analysis  to  be  unfit  for 
domestic  use. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses  were  inspected 
and  were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  Other  particulars 
are  given  in  my  Report  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Our  drinking  water  is  often  dirty,  due,  I presume,  to 
repairs.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  quite  good,  and  it  does 
not  require  to  be  filtered  except  when  dirty,  and  then  the  dirt 
is  sufficient  to  spoil  a good  filter. 

The  following  subjects  were  dealt  with  by  me  and 
other  particulars  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances. 

Infectious  Disease — Scarlet  Fever, 

Measles, 

Small  Pox, 

Uuhealthy  cottages, 
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Objectionable  drinking  water, 
Overcrowding, 

Bad  meat, 

and  I wrote  out  special  reports  on  the  following  subjects  : — 

Epidemic  of  Measles, 

„ Small  Pox, 

Unhealthy  Areas.  Notices  issued  by  the 

Council. 

Farms, 

Overcrowding, 

Privy  accommodation. 


Our  sewage  effluent  was  of  good  quality  in  September. 
In  October  it  was  not  so  good  owing  to  storm-water  washing 
into  it  a quantity  of  unpurified  sewage. 


Registered  Milk  Sellers  in  the  District 

Cow  Keepers  

Bakehouses:  Heaton  Chapel  ... 

Heaton  Moor  East 
Heaton  Moor  West 
Heaton  Mersey  ... 
Slanghter-houses  : Heaton  Chapel 

Heaton  Mersey  . 
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The  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District  have  been 
inspected  under  the  Act,  and  a Report  has  been  already 
presented  to  you  of  my  proceedings. 


Tabular  Statement  of  mortality  ivithin  the  District , 
classified  according  to  disease , ages,  and  localities. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  1619  acres. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is 
10,497,  which  is  an  increase  of  1023  on  the  Census.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  is  2294,  an  increase  of  324. 
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It  will  be  observed  by  Table  II.  that  the  population  of 
Heaton  Chapel  Ward  during  the  year  has  increased  by  over 
200,  and  of  East  Ward  by  nearly  300,  of  West  Ward  by  60, 
and  of  Heaton  Mersey  by  62. 

The  registered  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was 
112.  This  number  has  to  be  corrected  by  adding  6 of 
residents  which  occurred  in  public  institutions  outside  the 
District,  and  by  subtracting  10  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  within  the  District,  making  108  to  be  accounted  for. 

Of  the  deaths  43  were  of  males  and  65  of  females,  as 
compared  with  59  and  40  respectively  last  year.  108  deaths 
give  a death  rate  of  10*3.  This  is  exactly  the  same  as  it  was 
ten  years  ago,  and  is  below  the  average  (10*7)  of  the  last  ten 
years. 


The  deaths  in  each  month  were  as  follow  : — 
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The  Coroner  held  6 inquires. 

The  births  were  171,  viz:  91  of  males  and  80  of  females, 
as  compared  with  152  last  year,  viz  : 91  of  males  and  61  of 
females.  The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.  e.  births  over 
deaths,  is  63.  171  births  are  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  16*3  per 

1000  of  population,  as  compared  with  15’4  last  year. 
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The  deaths  of  infants  were  due  to  the  following  causes: 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


Council  Offices, 

Heaton  Moor, 

Nr.  Stockport, 

February,  1905. 

To  the  Medical  Offcer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
Sanitary  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1904. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter- 
houses, have  been  visited  regularly,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  manner. 
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The  following  disinfection  has  been  carried  out : 78 
rooms  at  39  houses.  Disinfectian  has  been  carried  out  by 
means  of  Formalin  fumes  and  Formalin  Spray  Solution  after 
cases  of  infectious  disease.  Where  necessary  the  bedding  has 
been  destroyed. 

Examination  of  Drains . Many  house  drains  were 
tested  with  the  smoke  machine,  and  where  found  to  be 
defective  have  been  re-constructed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  or  are  in  course  of  re-construction. 

The  whole  of  the  ashpits  in  the  District  have  been 
emptied  as  occasions  required  and  when  requested. 

The  Cabstands  and  the  Hackney  Carriages  have  been 
inspected  frequently,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  good  order. 


Description  of  Visits. 

Re-Infectious  Diseases  117 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dwelling-houses  inspected  43 

Horse  manure  middensteads  6 

Investigating  nuisances  and  complaints...  101 

Inspection  of  School  closets  2 

„ Dairies  and  cowsheds  ...  21 

„ Bakehouses 18 

„ Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  6 

„ Workshops  15 

„ Outworkers,  premises  ...  2 

Privies,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

Tip  for  refuse,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cabstands  36 

Description  of  Notices  issued  and  Nuisances  remedied. 
Legal  Notices  served  under  P.  H.  A.  ...  7 

Nuisances  remedied  from  — 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 
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„ Water  Closets  5 

„ Trapped  Gullies  7 

„ Sink  Waste  Pipes  3 

„ Soil  Pipes  ...  . . ...  ...  8 

Houses  overcrowded  2 

Defective  Manure  Middensteads  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Matter  removed  70 
Offensive  Ditches  cleansed  and  covered  in  2 
Privies  converted  to  W.C’s...  ...  ...  15 

„ Drains  choked  ...  ...  ...  10 

„ Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smells  from  Manholes  remedied  ...  ...  3 

Escapes  of  Gas  reported  2 

Burst  Water  Pipes  reported 5 

Yours  faithfully, 


WALTER  BANKS,  A.M.Inst.C.E., 
Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


Table  L 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HEATON  NORRIS. 
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NOTE. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be 
included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there ; and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is 
meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  ou  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and 
have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  "Public  institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
those  into  which  persons  are  habitually  received  ou  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as 
hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums. 


Table  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1904,  and  Previous  Years. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HEATON  NORRIS. 
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NOTES. — ( b ) Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  to  be  included  in  sub-columns  c of 
this  table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded.  (See  note  ou  Table  I.  as  to 
meaning  of  terms  “resident”  and  “non-resident.”) 

(c)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the  district,  are  to  be  allotted  to 


Oh 

os 

O 

£ 

£ 

o 

H 

< 

hH  W 

E DC 

w £3 

£ O 

i h 

2 

H 

co 


Q .2 

£ | 
< c 
OQ  *“ 
Oh  <■*- 

S ° 


Sfc' 

o £ 

Q U 
W O 
> i-l 

2 K 

5 rj 

w 2 

os  £ 

(/}  5! 

6 o 

rj£ 

< 
H 
o 2 


•X3SJ3J\T 

UOP29JJ 


•as3A\ 

JOOJ^ 

UO?B3K 


•JST3CJ 

JOOJ\[ 

UOJT’SH 


•pdBqQ 
uo;i29  jq 


CpiJlSlQ 

3i°qM 


►-) 
< 
o 
O 
W 1-3 
< a 

w 

H 

o 


*X9SJ3[\; 

UOre9£J 


•^3 M i 

JOOJ\[ 
UCqi39  H I 


•;sTja 

JOOJ\[ 

uo;i29jq 


•pdtsqQ 

uo;B3jj 


I— I CO 

CJ  D 

^ tuo 

<< 


o 

3, 

13 

a 

C/3 


co  i-h  : c» 


rt 

OJ 

<u 

33 

w 

j3 

4) 

CO 

3 

.o 

CO 

C3 

.2 

<u 

Dh 

'o 

33 

£ 

a, 

a 

<u 

"5 

h 

C<j 

u 

rCj 

CL, 

>, 

c 

rj 

"a) 

‘-0 

3 

o 

5 

3 

O 

5 

w 

C/3 

H 

W 

os 

O 

0- 

Note. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 
Isolation  Hospitals :— Ladywell  Sanatorium,  Salford.  Manchester  Small  Pox  Hospital. 


Table  IV. 

HEATON  NORRIS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904. 


Deaths  in  or  relonging 
District  at  subjoined 

TO  WHOLE 

> Ages. 

Deaths  in  or  belongini 
to  Localities  [all Ag  es 

, Total 

J Deaths 

Causes  of  Death. 

AH 

Ages 

UmP 
. 1 >ea 

1 am 
. unde 
5. 

1 O :>m 
• undei 
15. 

1 15  am 
’ undei 
25. 

1 25  am 
' undn 
65, 

1 65  am 
• np- 
vv'rds 

It 

6 

1 I l 

; -5  S a 
: 

' Heaton 

Mersey. 

in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in 

THB 

District 

Small-pox 

Measles 

3 

3 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

Whooping  cough 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  membran- 
ous croup 

. # 

Croup 

Typhus 

Fever  ■ 

Enteric 

Other  continued . . 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

5 

5 

1 

4 

Euteritis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Cancer, 

malignant  disease 

7 

4 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

14 

5 

2 

2 

5 

l 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

G 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  the  res 
piratory  organs 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

•• 

.. 

Premature  birth 

” 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
. parturition 

1 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

13 

1 

.. 

1 | 

5 

6 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Accidents 

2 

1 

1 I 

2 

2 

Suicides 

.. 

All  other  causes 

46 

9 

1 

1 

17 

18 

17 

5 

10 

14 

6 

All  causes 

108 

21 

11 

2 

3 

36 

35 

35 

18 

17 

38 

10 

17 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 

for  1904. 


JANUARY — A very  wet  month,  with  a good  deal  of 
mist  and  a little  sleet  and  hail.  Weather  mostly  cold  and 
moist.  There  were  a few  fine  days  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
There  was  a gale  on  the  14th  with  a very  low  barometer. 

FEBRUARY — A wet  month,  dull,  cold,  and  moist; 
occasionally  sunny  and  frosty. 

MARCH — Generally  fine,  showers  small  though  frequent, 
and  warm  on  the  whole  except  the  first  week,  when  the 
weather  was  very  cold  but  fine,  with  S.E.  winds,  and  the 
end  of  the  month,  which  was  wet,  with  snow  and  hail 
W.N.W.  winds.  Very  little  mist.  Dense  fog  for  an  hour  on 
one  occasion. 

APRIL — The  rainfall  was  in  excess  of  the  average.  We 
had  21  wet  days,  stormy  at  first  with  W.N.W.  winds,  and  a 
little  hail  and  sleet.  Afterwards  the  weather  was,  though 
showery,  bright  and  warm  with  a fair  sprinkling  of  sunshine. 

MAY — Warm  and  rather  wet.  Bright  weather  on  the 
whole  with  plenty  of  sunshine.  Night  frosts  insignificant. 

JUNE — A fine,  bright,  sunny,  warm  month.  The  rain- 
fall considerably  below  the  average. 
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JUL  Y — A fine,  bright,  sunny,  hot  month. 

AUGUST — Though  a very  wet  month  there  was  plenty 
of  sunshine  and  bright  weather  and  the  last  few  days  were 
very  hot.  The  winds  were  at  first  from  the  South,  afterwards 
from  the  North.  There  was  a thunderstorm  on  the  3rd. 

SEPTEMBER — On  the  whole  there  was  beautiful 
weather  and  warm.  There  was  rain  at  first,  but  only  in  the 
form  of  light  showers.  The  27th  was  frosty. 

OCTOBER — Was  fine,  bright,  and  moist,  with  a good 
deal  of  dull  weather.  The  temperature  varied  considerably. 

NOVEMBER — Was  wet,  cold,  and  dull.  The  mists 
began  on  the  13th  and  became  dense  fog  during  the  last  week. 
Snow  fell  on  the  20th  and  remained  a few  days  when  it  gave 
place  to  rain. 

DECEMBER — On  the  whole  was  dull,  moist,  and  chilly. 
We  had  four  beautiful  days  in  middle  of  month,  and  the 
weather,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been  wet,  became  fine, 
with  dense  fog  for  six  days.  The  month  closed  fine  and 
warm.  The  barometer  had  a wide  range,  very  much  resem- 
bling that  of  the  month  of  January. 
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Summary. 

1903 

1904 

Highest  reading  of  Barometer.  ... 

30-625 

on 

Nov.  5 

30744 

on 

Jan.  22 

Lowest  ,,  ,,  

28-628 

M 

Mar.  2 

28-680 

Eeb.  9 

Highest  temperature  in  shade 

8o-o 

n 

July  2 

84-0  on 

Aug.3  & Sept.  1 5 

Lowest  „ ,,  

22-5 

„ Ian. 14, Dec. 2 

16-0 

on 

Nov.  24 

Highest  weekly  mean  daijy  temp. 

61-5  in 

1st  week  July 

66  0 at  the  end  of  June 

Hottest  month  mean  temp  

587  in 

July 

62-4 

in 

July 

Coldest  month  „ „ 

39-0 

in 

January 

38-4 

in 

December 

Highest  temperature  in  sun  bk.blb 

132-0 

on 

June  28 

1340 

on 

July  24 

Lowest  temperature  on  the  grass. 

150 

on 

Jan.  14 

130 

on 

Nov.  27 

Wettest  month  rainfall  in  inches... 

6-360 

in 

October 

4725 

in 

August 

Heaviest  Rainfall  

1-090 

on 

Oct.  27 

0*865 

on 

Aug.  21 

Most  wet  days  

30 

in 

October 

23 

in 

January 

Fewest  wet  days 

10 

in 

June 

10 

in 

September 

Mean  Reading  of 

Mean  daily 

Rainfall* 

Baror 

neter. 

tempe 

rature. 

in  ii 

aches 

1903 

1904 

1903 

1904 

1903 

1904 

1st  Quarter  .. 

29-862 

29-857 

42-4 

388 

8-690 

7-380 

2nd  Quarter.. 

29-912 

29-909 

497 

54‘3 

578o 

4-960 

3rd  Quarter.. 

29  865 

30-008 

56-8 

590 

11*825 

7-065 

4th  Quarter... 

29-706 

30-561 

mean 

44'5 

48-3 

42.7 

487 

10-550 

36845 

on 

224  day 

6-140 

23'545 

on 

210  days 

By  these  Tables  we  see  that  the  temperature  during  the  year  shewed  greater 
extremes,  and  was  less  equable  than  it  was  in  1903. 
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Summary  of  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

Taken  daily  at  9 a.m.,  by  F.  W.  JORDAN,  M.D.,  at  Heaton  loor,  Lancashire. 
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